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The Himalayan Ibex Capra sibirica is a member of the family Bovidae, sub-family Caprinae and is a true goat species. Being a 'sturdy, thick-set goat' (Prater 1980) , the animals have a short broad face with a long beard Abstract: The present study documents a unique case of capture myopathy as a fatal consequence of the capture and rescue of a Himalayan Ibex kid. The ibex died 48 hours after capture without any visible clinical signs. Necropsy revealed alterations in kidneys with necrosis of the renal cortex, degeneration of tubular cells and congestion as the main histopathological alterations. Lesions in the heart consisted of multifocal degeneration of myofibres as well as hyalinization and nuclear degeneration with pyknosis. Skeletal muscles appeared macroscopically normal but on histopathology showed mild to moderate degeneration and fragmentation with intermittent loss of striation. The pathological findings were indicative of peracute capture myopathy. To our knowledge this is the first report of capture myopathy in a Himalayan Ibex from India underlining the importance of understanding the causes of mortality in such wild species as a prerequisite to their successful conservation.
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in males but short one in females (Schaller 1977) . The geographic distribution of Himalayan Ibex includes parts of China (Reading & Shank 2008; Xu et al. 2012) , India (Gaston et al. 1983; Fox & Johnsingh 1997; Namgail 2006) , Afghanistan (Heptner et al. 1961; Habibi 1997) , north-eastern Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan (Reading & Shank 2008; Li et al. 2015) and the Karakoram, the Himalaya and the Trans-Himalayan regions of Jammu & Kashmir (Fox & Johnsingh 1997) . In India, the Himalayan Ibex is protected and included in the Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection Act 1972 (Anon 1992). And its conservation is a priority.
Conservation plans are developed for wild animals around the world, in which capture and rescue operations are of paramount importance. Attempted in the interest of conservation of the concerned wild animals, capture can be detrimental causing extreme stress and fear in rescued wild animals leading to capture myopathy and eventual death (Spraker 1982; Ebedes & Raath 1999; McLaren et al. 2007 ). 
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Capture myopathy or exertion rhabdomyolysis is a metabolic muscle disease of wild mammals and birds (free ranging and captive) associated with the stress of capture, restraint and transportation (Williams & Thorne 1996) . The four clinical syndromes of capture myopathy documented in wild animals include capture shock syndrome, ataxic myoglobinuric syndrome, delayed peracute syndrome and ruptured muscle syndrome (Spraker 1993) . The delayed peracute syndrome is usually seen in animals in captivity for at least 24 hours. These animals appear normal while undisturbed, but if recaptured or suddenly stressed they die within several minutes. The pathogenesis of the syndrome is a complex phenomenon confronting wildlife experts since ages, however, it is argued that the increase in stress-related catecholamines affects both cardiac and muscular systems, causing severe muscle damage, rhabdomyolysis and myoglobinuria (Spraker 1993) . All the stages of the syndrome are potentially fatal due to cardiogenic shock, renal failure, metabolic disorders or chronic cardiac damage (Spraker 1993). The animal died 48 hours after being captured without showing specific clinical signs. A complete necropsy was conducted within two hours of death. Samples were taken from the heart, kidneys, liver, lungs and skeletal muscles and were fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin and embedded in paraffin wax, and sections (4mm) were stained with hematoxylin and eosin for routine histopathological examination.
Materials and Methods
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Results
The external examination of the carcass revealed no lesion or violence inflicted injury. Also on dissection most organs appeared grossly normal only the heart showed focal to diffuse sub pericardial haemorrhages www.threatenedtaxa.org
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